Plants for Rain Gardens - Trees and Shrubs

Latin Name Common Name WEIness Sun Height | Bloom Time At?racts Hardiness Comments
Zone pollinators | Zone
Shrubs
Cephalanthus occidentalis |Buttonbush Wet/Moist | Sun/Pt shade 5'-12' June X 410 10
Cornus sericea Red twig dogwood Wet/Moist | Sun/Pt shade 6'-12' May-June X 2to7 |Host for spring azure
Clethra alnifolia Summersweet Wet/Moist Sun/Shade 3'-12' July-Aug X 4t09 |Fragrant. yellow fall color
itea virginiana Virginia sweetspire Wet/Moist Sun/Shade 3-6 June X 5to9 |Greatfall color
Rhododendron viscosum Swamp azalea Wet/Moist Sun/Shade 3'-5' May/June X 4to9 |Fragrant
Viburnum nudum Possumhaw Wet/Moist Sun/Shade 12'-20' June-july X 3t09 |Attractive to birds
Photinia melanocarpa Black chokeberry Wet/Moist Pt shade 6'-12' May X 3to8 |Great fall color
Phatinia pyrifolia Red chokeberry Moist Sun 6'-12' May X 4to9 |Great fall color
Lindera benzoin Spicebush Moist Sun/Pt shade 6'-12' March X Ato9 |Host for spicebush swallowtail
Sambucus canadensis Elderberry Moist Sun/Pt shade 5'-12' June-July X 4t09
llex glabra Inkberry holly Wet/Dry Sun/Pt shade 3'-6 June X 5t09
llex verticillata Winterberry Wet/Dry Sun/Pt shade 3'-12' June-july X 3t09 |Attractive to birds
Viburnum dentatum Arrowwood viburnum Moist/Dry | Sun/Ptshade 6'-10' May-June X 4to9 |Attractive to birds
Diervilla lonicera Low Bush Honeysuckle Dry Pt shade/Shade | 2'-3' June-july X 3to7 |Suckers freely
Small Trees
Magnolia virginiana Sweet bay magnolia Wet/Moist | Sun/Ptshade | 10'-30' May-June 5t09
Cercis canadensis Redbud Moist Sun/Shade 15'-30' April X 4to9 |Nectar source for pollinators,
Amelanchier canadensis, Nectar source for pollinators,
A. Laevis Serviceberry Dry Sun/Pt shade | 35'-50' April X 4109 |berries for birds
Large Trees
Quercus bicolor Swamp oak Wet/Moist Sun 60'-75' April X 4t08 |Hostfor many caterpillars
Acer rubrum Red maple Wet/Moist | Sun/Ptshade | 30'-50' March/April X 3to9 |Early season nectar for bees
Betula nigra River birch Wet/Moist | Sun/Ptshade | 40'-70' April/May X 4109
Nyssa sylvatica Black gum Wet/Moist | Sun/Ptshade | 30'-50' May/June X 5to9 |Attractive to birds
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Plants for Rain Gardens - Herbaceous Perennials

Winter
Latin Name Common Name Erosion wze:::ss Sun Height (Bloom Time p;::;:::’srs Ha;::':ss Comments
Control
Asclepias incarnata Swamp milkweed Wet/Moist Sun/Pt Shade 36"-48" | June-Aug 3to9 |Hostfor Monarch butterfly
Chelone lyonii Pink turtlehead Wet/Moist Sun/Pt Shade 24"-36" | Aug-Sept X 4to7 |Colonizes
Eupatorium perfoliatum Boneset Wet/Moist Sun/Pt Shade 36"-48" | July-Sept 3to9
Eutrochium dubium Coastal plain joe pye Wet/Moist Sun/Pt Shade 48"-60" | Aug-Sept X 5to9
Eutrochium fistulosum s:/:;low-stemmed — Wet/Moist Sun/Pt Shade 60"-84" [ July-Aug X 3to9
Iris versicolor Blue flag iris Wet/Moist Sun/Pt Shade 24”-30” | May-lune X 4to9
Lobelia cardinalis Cardinal flower X Wet/Moist Sun/Pt Shade 24"-48" | Aug-Sept X 3to9 |Needs disturbance
Mimulus ringens Monkey flower Wet/Moist Sun/Pt Shade 12"-36" | July-Sept X 4t09 :::ELZ?;:?:;BUC Keyas
Symphyotrichum laeve Smooth aster Wet/Moist Sun/Pt Shade 36"-48" | Aug-Oct 4108
Veronicastrum virginicum Culver's root Wet/Moist Sun/Pt Shade 48"-72" | July-Aug 3to 10
Zizia aurea Golden alexanders Wet/Moist Sun/Pt Shade 12"-24" | April-June X 4109 |Host plant for Black Swallowtail
Caltha palustris Marsh marigold Wet/Moist Sun/Shade 10"-12" | April-May X 3to7
Packera aurea Golden ragwort X Wet/Moist Sun/Shade 12" April-May X 4to09
Chelone glabra White turtlehead Wet/Moist Pt Shade 24"-36 Aug-Oct X 4to8
Chelone lyonii Pink turtlehead Wet/Moist Pt Shade 24"-36" Aug-Oct X 4t09
Lobelia siphilitica Great blue lobelia Moist Sun/Pt Shade 24"-36" |  Aug-Oct X 3to9 |Self-seeds
Mertensia virginica Virginia bluebells Moist Sun/Pt Shade 12"-18" | April-May X 3to9
Monarda didyma Bee balm Moist Sun/Pt Shade 36"-60" | June-July X 3to9
3 m’_’ fyoRiE T ToraEy New England aster Moist Sun/Pt Shade 36"-72" | Aug-Oct X 3to9 R R
angliae Checkerspots
Monarda fistulosa Wild bergamot Moist/Dry Sun 24"-60" | June-July X 3to9
Amsonia hubrichtii Threadleaf bluestar Moist/Dry Sun/Pt Shade 36" April-May X 4to9 |Yellow fall color
Amsonia tabernaemontana  |Eastern blue star Moist/Dry Sun/Pt Shade 24"-3g" May X 3to9
Coreopsis verticillata Threadleaf tickseed Moist/Dry Sun/Pt Shade 8"-24" June-Aug X 4to9 |Likes poor, dry soils
Dicentra eximia Wild bleeding heart Moist/Dry Sun/Pt Shade 12"-18" | April-Oct X 4t09
Eryngium yuccifolium Rattlesnake master Moist/Dry Sun/Pt Shade 48"-60" | June-July X 4t09
Eurybia divaricata White wood aster Moist/Dry Sun/Pt Shade 24"-36" | Sept-Oct X 3to8 |Does wellin dry shade
Geranium maculatum Wild geranium Moist/Dry Sun/Pt Shade 8"-18" | April-May X 3to9
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Winter
: Wetness i
Latin Name Common Name Erosion Sun Height [Bloom Time At'."ads Hardingss Comments
Zone pollinators Zone
Control
Liatris spicata Blazing star Moist/Dry Sun/Pt Shade 24"-36" [ July-Sept 3to9
Penstemon digitalis Beardtongue Moist/Dry Sun/Pt Shade 36"-48" June X 3to8 |Self-seeds
Physostegia virginiana & ! ’
cul:i\rars g 0 Obedient plant Moist/Dry Sun/Pt Shade 36" Aug-Oct X 3t09 [Clump forming
Pycnanthemum flexuosum Appalachian mt. mint Moist/Dry Sun/Pt Shade 24"-36" | Aug-Sept X Shto 8 |Host for gray hairstreak
Pycnanthemum muticum Clustered mt.mint X Maist/Dry Sun/Pt Shade 24"-36" | June-Aug 3to9
, - . |Rough stemmed p
Solidago rugosa 'Fireworks . X Moist/Dry Sun/Pt Shade 36"-48" | Aug-Sept X 3to9
goldenrod
Tiarella cordifolia Foam flower Moist/Dry Sun/Pt Shade 12" April-May X 4t09
Phlox subulata Moss phlox Dry Sun 4"-12" | April-May X 3to9
Aquilegia canadensis Eastern columbine Dry Sun/Pt Shade 12" April-June X 3to9
Asclepias tuberosa Butterfly weed Dry Sun/Pt Shade 18"-24" | June-luly X 3t09 |Host for monarch butterfly
East |
Echinacea purpurea L s Dry Sun/Pt Shade 24"-36" July-Aug X 3109
coneflower
Heuchera americana Coral bells Dry Sun/Pt Shade 12"-18" | April-June 3to9
Monarda bradburiana Eastern bee balm Dry Sun/Pt Shade 12"-24" May X 4108
Phlox paniculata Garden phlox Dry Sun/Pt Shade 36"-48" | July-Aug 3t09 |Like rich, organic soil
Rudbeckia fulgida var fulgida |Orange coneflower Dry Sun/Pt Shade 247-30" Aug-Oct X 3t09 [10 weeks bloom
Short-lived perennial, self
Rudbeckia triloba Brown eyed susan Dry Sun/Pt Shade 24"-36"| July-Sept X 3t09 Ysis veaip I
Sisyrinchium angustifolium Blue-eyed grass X Dry Sun/Pt Shade 4"-12" May-June X 5to9
S h ich
e ‘f‘”‘f"’ _— Aromatic aster Dry Sun/Pt Shade 12"-36" Aug-Oct X 5to9
oblongifolium
Grass/Sedge/Rush
Juncus effusus Common rush X Wet Sun/Pt Shade 24"-36" | June-Aug 2to9
Carex stricta Tussock sedge X Wet/Moist Sun/Pt Shade 24"-36" | May-lune 5to 8
Carex vulpipidea Fox sedge X Wet/Moist Sun/Pt Shade 12”-36"” | May-lune 3to7
Juncus tenuis Poverty rush X Wet/Moist Sun/Pt Shade 6"-24" June-Aug 3t09 |Coolseason grass
i- : f
Carex amphibola Eastern narrow |eaf X Wet/Moist | Pt Shade/Shade 8'-12" | March-June 3to9 Seml DR (ARl
sedge skippers
Deschampsia cespitosa Tufted hairgrass X Moist Sun/Pt Shade 24"-48" July-Sept 4to09 |[Cool season grass
Carex pensylvanica Pennsylvania sedge X Moist/Dry Pt Shade/Shade | &"-10" May 4108
Eragrostis spectabilis Purple love grass Dry Sun 12"-24" | July-Aug 5t08
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Winter

: Wetness : - i
Latin Name Common Name Erosion Sun Height |Bloom Time Atfrads Hardngss Comments
Zone pollinators Zone
Control
Ferns
Onoclea sensibilis Sensitive fern Wet/Moist | Pt Shade/Shade | 36"-48" 2to 10
Osmunda regalis Royal fern Wet/Moist | PtShade/Shade | 48"-60" 2t0 10
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