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MONTGUMERY TOWNSHIP
/%E‘%%J ISORY COMMITTER

PUBLIC SAFETY ADVISORY COMMITTEE

BYLAWS

AUTHORIZATION

The authorization for the egtablishment of Public Safety Advisory Commitice was by
Resolution of the Board of Sapervisors of Montgomery Tovwnship on August 21 1974, as
amended by reselutions on February 5, 1979, April 21 1980, April 9, 1984, Jsnuary 26,
1998,

Public Safety Advisory Commiites bylaws were amended by resolution of the Board of
Supervisors of Montgomery Township on November 24, 2008,

, N Advisory Commiftes ("Commities™ 18 to assist the
Board oi' ,augauvmn,, of M umu)muy Township {“.sugiuw ors } with public safety
responsibility i consolidating and coordinati ﬂ,y all facets of public safely and fo make
recommendations fo the Sunervigors as dictated by the needs of the T cwm?np m the area
of Police, Foe and Civil Defense protection. 'H - Commitiee may algo address other
matters of a Pubbc Safety natwoe ag divected by the Supervisors,

i i

At feusi three (3) appoinied members, along with the Chiel ol Police, will be responsible
for infervicwing anphlicants whonever a g}muﬂon on the present police force arises or
additional officers are needed. These mermbors will recommend acceptable candidates to

the Supervisers for further sereening.

The Commitien shall also porform other dotics and reaponabilitios ag direciod by the

SUDEIVISOTY,




Permanent members who serve on the Commitice shall consist of the foliowing, or their
designate:

1, Chief of Police,

2. Chief of Township Besignated Fire Company,
3. Township Dhrector of Emergency Preparedness;
4. Township Manager

5. Divector of Fire Services

6. Fire Marshal

7. Public Works Direcior

8. Volunteer Medical Service Corps

A member of the Supervisors may serve as haison to the Committee. Neither the Staft,
nor the Supervisor liatson shall have voting rights.

Members shall attend regularly  scheduled meetings and  actively parlicipate in
discussions, particularly those requiring consensus Comtiee recommendations.

Afler three consecutive absences, without reasonable excuse, the Supervisors shall
declarve that the Committee Member has been derelict and/or neglectful and hisfher seat
vacant and appoint another member to the Commitice. The Chairman of the Committee
shall be responsible for reporting the atiendance of all mectings, in wiiting, o the
Township Manager.

An agenda will be distnbuled o the Conunittee Members prior o each meeting
Commitiee are expected o prepare i advance for all meetings, including reading of
agenda packet matorials,

Committee Members shall serve a one-year ferm from the first meeting of the
Supervisors i January 1o the first meeting of the Supervisors i January of the
subsequent year, AL the cxpiration of the term of any Comniittee Member, ihe
Supervisors shall appoint a successor o serve another one year term.. A Commitiee
Member may be reapposted annually by the Supervisors.

Aocapy of the Hy-laws shall be presented (o and acknowledged by the Committee
member at the fime of appointiment.

it

The position of any Commitice Member residing within the Township af the time of
Fownshnp  shall

appointment, but thereafier moves hig/ber yesidence Bom the
automatically become vacant. The Supervisors shall appoint a successor 1o 0l the

pired porfion of the term.

T

vacaney. Such anpomiment shall be only for the unex



€.

OFFICERS

Officers shall be elecied at the first meeting in January, Gfficers will serve for one year
and until their successors have been duly elected and qualified.  Rotation of Officers
among the members is strongly recommended.

The Officers of the Commiites shall consist of

e Chairman, The Chairman shall preside at meetings of the Committee and
perform all other duiies required by law and these bylaws.

& Vice-Chamman: The Vice-Chairman shall preside al meetings of the
Committee in the sbsence of the Chairman.

A staft representative shall prepare the agenda and record the minutes of regular and
special meetings undcr the direction of the Chairman, provide notice of all meetings to
Commitiee Members, attend to correspondence of the Commuttee, and such other duties
as are normally :-m‘ﬁer,i out by a staff representative. Once the minutes are prepared and
before the stafl represeniative disserminates the information, the stall’ representative
should forward the minutes to the Secretary for review. in the absence of the stalf
representative, the Vieo-Chairman shall assume the duties associated with the staff
representative, as detailed within this seciion.

CONIICTS OF INTRREST

Commiitee Members shall not participate in matiers in which they have a direct or
indirect financial interest.

Commuitee Members shall also refrain from any use of their membership that gives the
appearance of being motivated by a desire oy private gain.

Comnittee Members are not permitied o submit & proposal for services on their behalf or
on their employer’s behalf

Commitiee Members are required to disclose any possible condlicts of interest 1o a
Chairman or Committee Liason immediately  and shall recuse themselves  from
discussion or voiing on the ilem.

MEICHIRGS

“he Sunervisors recommend That the Commitics meet on the third Wednesday of every
m\,}.zi.,}, but mectings can be bimonthly or quarterly depending upon the Committee’s
work load.

[



All regular and special meetings of the Committee shall be scheduled, advertised, and
conducied in accerdém{:v with the requiremenis of the provisions of the Pennsylvania
Sunshine Act. The schedule of the regular monthiy i"nm*iing.;s shall be advertised annually
by the Township Manager in accor dance with the requirements of Pennsyivania law

A guorum of the Committee shall consist of a simple majority of the appointed non-gtaff
members and no action of the Commitiee shall be valid unless taken at a duly convened
public meeting at which a quorum is present and a majority of those present vole in
concurrence therewith.  Any vote of any member required to abstain by reason of a
contlict of interest shall not be counted and the presence of a member with such contlict
shail not be included for purposes of determining the presence of & guorum,

The manuies shall mclude all motions presented (o the Commuitee, ncluding the vote
tally for and against a motion, listing the number of Resident Committee Member votes.
The Chatrman will deliver all vecommendations 1o the Supervisors.

Meetings are advertised and open to the public. Execulive sessions can be conducted as
are authorized by Pennsylvania law.  Minutes of the meeting shall be prepared and
forwarded to all members of the Commitice prior 1o the date of any scheduled meeting,
In all matters of parliamentary procedure not specifically governed by the bylaws,
Roberts Rules of Order shall prevail,

A special meeting may be called by the Chairman or by the Township Manager upon
appropriate comphance with the provisions of Penpsylvania law.

BULES AND BEGULATIONS

Al members of the Committee are required to follow the rules, regulations and
procedures as set forth by the Fownship with respect to, but not limited to, ordinances,
resolutions and adopted policies.

e

Al members of the Comnutiee must comply with state and federal laws,

CONBUCT AND PERFOGRMANCE

The TYownship has cortain exz;")"‘E‘m.{m.f,; for volunteer conduct and performance. When
behavior and performance falls below these expectations, a Committee Member may be
relieved of histher advisory position. The Committes Chairman is responsible for the
conduct and performance of Comunsittee Members. At least on an annual basis, the
Committee Chairman i‘; responsibie for evaluating the conduct and performance of all
Commitiee Members. The Commitiee Chairmen shall ensure that the Township Manager
is forwarded copies of these evaluations. Decisions to relieve Commitiee Members of
their appointments shall be made by the Supervisors, in accordance with applicable law.



The Township’s Rules of Conduct at all regular and special meetings of the Committee
shall apply to all matters under consideration by the Committee except for ceremonial
matters and are as follows:

1. Committee Members shall treat staff members, each other and members of the
public with respect and courtesy.

2, Disagreements shall not result in personal comments or attacks against a staff
member, another Committee Member, or members of the public.

3 When any Committee Member is recognized to speak at a Committee meeting,
the Committee Member shall address the Chairman.

4, When two or more members address the Chairman at the same time, the
Chairman shall name the member who is to be the first to speak.

5 When speaking, a member shall confine his or her remarks to the topic under
debate or discussion.

Participation by members of the public shall be governed by the Township’s
Guidelines for Public Participation in Board of Supervisors meetings. As is noted
in those Guidelines, members of the public are asked to refrain from making personal
attacks or statements about Committee Members, other members of the public or
Township staff. Members of the public shall treat Committee Members, staff members
and each other with respect and courtesy.

. AMENDMENTS

Amendments to these bylaws may be adopted revised or replaced by a majority vote of
the Supervisors, following a recommendation by the Township Staff or the Committee.

. REPEALER

Any bylaws that previously may have been adopted and approved for the Committee are
hereby repealed.
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